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INFOGRAPHIC BY KELSEY DZINTARS

%ﬂg'ﬂ% 2010 ELK DISTRIBUTION &

POPULATION IN MONTANA
WHoO’s WHO FWP.COM
BULL: MALE ELK
Cow: FEMALE ELK
CALF: BABY ELK

SPIKE: YEARLING BULL ELK

SIZE

BULL: 700 POUNDS (8315 KG) 5 FEET (1.5 M) AT
THE SHOULDER 8 FEET (2.4 M) FROM NOSE TO
TAIL

Cow: 500 POUNDS (225 KG) 4 1/2 FEET (1.3 M)

AT THE SHOULDER 6 1/2 FEET (2 M) FROM NOSE ELK DISTRIBUTION

(POPULATION ESTIMATE =
TO TAIL 117,880)

Fallorw thieato docs”

ELK IN HISTORY

NEWBORN CALF: 35 POUNDS (16 KG)

NEAR THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS EAST OF CHOTEAU,
MONTANA, YOU CAN STAND ON A TRAIL USED BY RED
DEER THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO. THIS TRAIL, WHICH
ANTHROPOLOGISTS CALL THE OLD NORTH TRAIL, WAS
ALSO USED BY OTHER ANIMALS AND ANCIENT PEOPLE
WHO CROSSED THE BERING LAND BRIDGE AS THEY
FOLLOWED RED DEER FROM ASIA TO NORTH AMERICA.
THE ELK THAT LIVE IN NORTH AMERICA TODAY ARE

(%/’/ Mcl'd'/ ”%W DIRECT DESCENDANTS OF THOSE RED DEER FROM

ASIA.

\\ PREMOLARS
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NORTH AMERICAN ELK POPULATION
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MOLARS BY 1900
ELK ARE RELATIVELY EASY TO AGE UP THROUGH 32 YEARS,
WHEN THEIR INCISORS ARE STILL DEVELOPING. ELK CHEW ELK IN THE WILD HAVE AN
FROM SIDE-TO-SIDE AND SLOWLY WEAR DOWN THEIR MOLARS AVERAGE LIFE SPAN OF

AND PREMOLARS. THE CANINES AND INCISORS BECOME SHORT-
ER. FOR EXAMPLE, THE TWO FRONT INCISORS ON AN 8'2-YEAR-
OLD CAN HAVE AS LITTLE AS Y2 INCH OF TOOTH LEFT BEFORE
THE GUM LINE.
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FIND OUT MUCH MORE AT RMEF.ORG




